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A Narrative of the proceedings j1 


Oo 


Parliament,and other Committees of Parlia- 
ment, c-ncerning the bulineſs berween thc 
Clotbiers , and the {2groj[ers and Tran'- 

porters of Pull and Fallers Earth. 


Or the ftate of the Matter, how © now ſtands 
betwcen them. 


ment, higned with many thoaiznd hands, which Peitior 


Was d:livered Dy che Lord Chict:Ju [TICE Si; Fobne. 321% Vas 


read and reierred unto a Comnittes of twenty clght Members. 


and all of ; he Houle chat would come wereco ltave voices Bare 
Thorpe being appointed ihe Chair, whick Gommictee con tant. 
ly for 13. or 14. months, did meer and hear the Trgrofers de + 
fence for themmieives, by their learned Counceil, of which they 
had many, and were freely heard: and the Commitcee ſent or- 
der into all Countreys, that all men thac would, nretecome 
and give in their exception againſt che Clothzers deft ces £ and af- 
rec they were heard,and the Clothiers defence which they made; 
In two meetings the Committee concluded and drew up a Re- 
port to make to the Parliament; apon which Report we wait 
ed very often at the Houſe door, the ſpaceef a yeer and a1 
half; burchey, by reaſon of their giear and weighty aftairs, 
could not be at leiſure to hear it. 

We then hearing they had ereQed a Councell of State, and 
had referred the bufineſs of the Trade of chis Nation to chem: 
we concelving it the next courſe to expedice our buſineſs, ap- 
plyed our ſelves thither by Pecition , with our Reaſons and a 
Bill ; which were read in the Councell, and upon conlideration 
had of ic, they thought meet, that foraſmuch as the Cauſe was 


depending in Parliament, to retura ic _ and Ocdered may 
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Sir #31/: Myſſam ſhould make the Report to the Parliament, 


upon which we waited long, and had ſeveral) days appointed 
for hearing, but other buſineſs ſtill hindred. 

Then the Parliament ſet up a Councell for Trade, and we 
applycd ourſelves tothem , with Bill and Reaſon: ior ourde- 
tires ; which was heard by ztem, and thoſe we complained of 
were called before them, and were neard many times. And the 
Councell of Tradear length did order «hem,to bring in,in wri- 
ting, what they could fay for themſelves; 2nd they brought in 
tothe Counncel, their Plea, for their right to their Irade. And 
then the Clothiers were ordered to bring in their Antwer co it, 
which was likewiſe done, and it was read and confidered of by 
the Corncel, whereupon It was ordered that the Councel or any 
root them, ſhonid meet and aray7 up whit they thought fit to 
prefer toite Partiament, but theirtime of fitting ſuddenly ex» 


piring, noting more was done by them, 
Gnoe :hactime we naye appiied Our ſcives fo the Councell of 


State, and they have received our Petition, with cur Bilt and 
Reafon'; 2nd upon confideration had of them, referred the fur- 
cher cond wation of the whole matter to the Committee for 
Trade. end forraipn aftaire; from, and by whom we doubt not, 
DPItto tovenuaur deiies exp.Oitot, and {9 prepared for the Par- 
jHanment tial they may fpeedily grant our Petition. 

But one thing mcre we mail add,thatthe Councel for Trade 
then fitting as. White Hall, did ſend tothe Committee for Trade 
in Lo:4ov,arnd ordered them to communicate tothem,whart uſe- 
falnes thy chought here was of any Trgroffer of Wooll inthe. 
Common-wealth, which anſwer of theirs,we do preſent to-your 
view. And the Ingrofſers, or Staplers defen :e, and the Clothiers an» 
(wer to it. By reading of which, you may underſtand what ic is 
we defire, what is faid againſi us, and how the caſe ſtands. 


By Edmond Rozer for the reft 
of the Clethters. 
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The Report of the Committee for 
Trade Lordon,to the Councell of Trade 


Concerning the Staplers. 


To the Honourable the Councel of Trade, appointed by 
PARLIAMENT, 


T2 Committee for Trade appointed by common Conncel} 
of the City of London, in purſuance of the 0: der of this Ho« 
norable Councel of the 14th. of this inftant Jave, do humbly 
certifie; That upon a Petition cf the Free men of chis City Tras 
ding in Weoll, for redrefſe of manyfold abuſes praiſed by che 
Society of Staplers; They had occaſion to mckeforc inquiry ins 
tothe foundation and nature ©of the Staple, andthe Piiviiedges 
pretended unto by the Society; And did hear cert in principail 
men of the Stapters; And peruſed the As and Records by tem 
cited and produced, in defence of the ſame, And the opinion of 
this Committee thereupon was, end is, that ajbeic, the Srzplers 
had once a legall being,yet that the ſame is now determined or 
expired, (atleaſt as tothe commodity of Wooll) in as wmuch as 
the tran{portation of Wool! is now forbidden, tur which only 
or chiefly, they were at ficſt conſticuted a Socicty. Nor did , or 
doth this Committee conceive them at all neceſſary, buiin mas 
py reſpc&s diſadvantageousto the Commen- wealth, as being 
(in their opinions) the principall cauſe, _ 

1. Ofthe dearnes of Wooll, and confequently of Cloth , for 
they brogging and buying between the Grower, and Cl:thier,and 
ingrofling the greateſt part of the Wooll, fell it no: ro iÞe Clubi- 
er but at their own ratezgor for a quick and better Market trawl 
port it into forraign parts. 

2. Oi the badnes of Cloth, for the Stapler biiving Wo5!! o i» 
yerall Countries, and ſorts, (as Northorn and Wettern Paburey 
and Fallow) felis the ſame to the Zlothier mingicd and com- 
pounded, who not diicovering,nor ableto {inz'e, or icperate 
again the different Wools, makes up a bad and ii condi:joned 


Cloth, that n:i'xca Wool not workiiug and proving aile, In [er 


gard of the differcnt qualities thereot, as is afficmeu by Perſons 
of skill and «xperience therein. ES 
And 3ly. Ot diſcouragement and diftruQtion © clothieg,and 
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ling, the Cl:thier is rendred unable to buy. By hiscranſportati= 
on, cloth is made in Holand, and other parts of Engliſh Wooll, 
and is become cheaper there ;z then can be here made and tranſ- 
porced thicher, they being furniſhed with all hands neceffary to 
the finiſhing thereof: And by the inſafficienct cloth made of 
mixed and diffecent Wools , the ManufaQuures of England is 
much diſparaged and loſt in its etieem beyond the Szaz. And 
from hence it follows that multitudes of peoplegwho by making 
of cloth,and means of the woolen Trade, would be imployed 
and maintained: are left without means of livelyhood: Work 
men of eur own country are inticed or forced beyond the Seas, 
to become teachers or Servants of ſtrangers, in the Arcof Clo- 
thing, (which till lately hath excelled in England only,) for- 
reign commodities which were the exchange for Cloth, arenow 
procured with much more difficulty and diſadvantage to us. 
Many other like evils were obvious ,and apparent to chis Com - 
mittee, when this butines was under their confideration, which 
they forbear to recolle&, che Particulars they have mentioned, 
importing (as chey conceive ) ſufficient reaſons of their opini- 
Ons: That the S taplers are unneceflary and diladvantageous fa 
this Common-wealth. Dated Jane 26. 1641. 
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ſtables and Society of the Merchants of the 
Staple of England. 


g2tRa O the Report of the Committee for Trade Lon 
| Gmmns RY Fogg A * F di 6 d. 
9 [FT 49m concerning the iſadvantage to this Com: 
To | | ep; mon wealth of continuing the {-id Sociecy of 
> Y LIL Staplers. 
L079) op  Andtuſt whereas the Opinion of that Com- 
mittee is, That aJbeit the Staplers had once a le- 
gail being, yet that the ſame is now determined, ( at leatt as to 
the Commoditie of Wooll ) inaſmuch as the tranfoortation of 
4% © 4 » . * « = . 
Wooll is now torbidden,for which onely or chiefly (as is alledg« 
ed intheſaid Report) they were at firft conflicured 2 Society, 


AMT, SDS CALL 


For Anſwer thereunto, it appears by the ſeverall A&; of Par- Oy 
£Ad. 


> As 
JyJ48 


liament and Charters mentioned in the Margent, that they are ons 
an ancient Society, incorporated in the Reign of Fdw: the > y 
and hath without intermillion continued in poſſeſſion ever fince 23 
the firlt Ele&icn ; Mr: Alderman Kerdyrich bulng preſent Mayor, 
and have many ſpecial priviledges and Authorities granzed un» 
tothem, and havehad a conitanc ailowed Trade in all times in 
buy ing and (elling of Wools here in England and Wales ; and 
have always been buyers of Wool ag well as the Clozhiers though 
net to ſhip forih., 

And that from the ficſt the Szapers were both Merchants and 
Artiſts; As Merchants cobuy and cranfport, and Artitis coſever, 
divide, and ſort Wools : And ſuch perſons as were imployed to 
winde and pack up Wools were ſworn, and fill are or ought by 
a Statute Law to be ſworn, before the Mayor of the Scaple, and 
the Chatters of Anno 3. Eliz: and Anno 15. Facobi cited in the 
Margent were chiefly Declarative of their former Priviledges; 
ſaving that where they were formetly incorporated by che 
nameof the Merchants of the Scaple of Callice, by theſe they are 
Incorporated by the name of the Mayor, he and Socie- 
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The Det. nce of the z{ayor, Con-'l 
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nn 28, Tic of the Merchants of the Staple of England, and the Charter 


Ed.2.ca.7 of (he 1 J* Jacobi. | 


And 27 1. Rccices the Charter of the 3d: El;z: 
Ed.3.c.23- 


CI, 


7 
viz; In London and Sabuibs, Canterbary , Exceter, Norwich, Wore 
ceſter, Lincoln, Wincheſter, Shrewsbury, Oſweſtry, Northampton, Brack* 
ley, Reading, Ci ſiffer, Renal, Sherb.1n, Deviſes, Tanton-Dean, Rateſ= 
dale, Richmond, I akejield, Halifax, Cogfhall, and FF oodftocks 

In all twenty three; And long before this Orant ever fin:e 27, 
Ew: 3d: ſp:ciall Towns were by a Stature appointed here in 
Engl. mdgghere the Staple of Wooll and Wooltels were perpetu= 
ally co be held and Kkep:. 

a. It grants and conſi-ms tothe Laid Society full liberty in 
England and ales to buy Wools of any Subje&, though not for 
proviſion of the Staple, or to ſhip for Callice, an ar all times, 
and on all days (except Sundays) and to buy at London, &c. all, 
and all manne: of Wools whatſoever, the Statutes of 14 Edw: 3. 
and 5. Edw:6.0r other Statutes notwithftanding. 

5. Thatthey enjoy all Priviledges granted by Qu: El;zahbeth, 
ar any other,or by any Scatutes or Ads as awply as when Wool 
and Woolfels were tranſported. 

6. Touſe this Priviledge at Leaden Hall, or elſewhere as they 
plezfe. Provided chat this Grant ſhall not extend to hinder any 
Clothier that manufatured Wooll , but that they and their Fa- 
&ors and Servants may buy Woell to convert to their uſes. 

Note. 1. Thar theClothier isno way reſtrained to buy from the 
Groxeer. but ſaved by this proviſo. 

2. Whereas the opinion of that Committee is, that the S:g- 

plers are not at all neceflarie, but. in many reſpe&s diladvanta= * 
gioustothe Common wealth, as being ( in their opinions) the 
principall cauſe of the dearne(s of Wool! , and conſequently of 
Cloth. , 

| 2. Ofthe badneſs of Cloth, by mingling and compounding 

YE Wools of feverall Countreys and ſorts. 


I 3. Of the N:ſcouragement and deſtraftion to Clothing, and 
| of the Woollen Trade. For 


! 
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For Anſwer thereunto, the Staplers are very confident it will 
plainly appear by the enſuing Arguments, That they are very Md 4 
neceſſicie Members of the Common-wealth, and chat many be- 
nefics do thereunto accrew by them, and that they neither occa« 
fion the dearneſs vf the Woel, and ſo conſeq..entiy of the Cloth, 
nor are deltruCtive to Clothing. 

Firſt, the Wools of moſt part of this Nation being of a mixc 
nature long and ſhort together; the long is on'y fic tort he Comb - 
ers, who make Stuffs, Stockings, &c. and the ſhort for the Clothiers 
who make Cloth, and as it grows long and ſhort together, iris 

; neitker fit for Clothiers nor Compers ualefle ic be fict &ivided. The 
} Staplers takes off from the Growers the parcels borh lo:s and 
| ſhort, and divide the long flzeces from the ſhort, and in the fleece 
the long Wooll from the ſhort, and (o uſually furnih bath the 
Clothier and the Comber with what is proper tor etiter in the 
Fleece, if they deſire it,which is a conveniency that commonly 
they cannat have from the Grower, who will generally (ell his 
whole parcell together. 
Secondly, whereas in the long Fleeces there is ſhort Wooll, 


. 


_ l——A_@l_ —_— 


and inthe ſhort Fleeces long Wool!, and in buth long and ſhare 
| Fleeces there are many forts comer ana finer; Itis, and hath 
| been the Staplers Art to break the Fleeces incofeverall parts, and 
to fort the long from the thort 3ani not onely fo, but they do 
| ſort and divide the long Wooll into three or ivur ſorts, and che 
ſhort Wooll inco four or five forts, and fo the Clothiers and 
Combers do uſually buy trom the S1apters any fort of Wooll from 
3d: or 4d: the pound to 16 d; or 20 d:the pound, according to 
: the ſeverall forts of Cloth, and other manutaRure which they 
make. And from timeto time the Staplers have ( according te 
R the Priviledges granted them) taken, and do take Apprentiſes, 
and Journeymen areemployed in that part of the Myitery of the : 
- Stapler fm the dividing and ſorting of Wools, to the greateaſe 
 _ -”._ and advantageofall ManufaQarers of Wodll. 2 
. Thirdly, that the S:aplers thus ſorting their Wools are uſefull 
ni. to Cl:thiers, both to the wealthieſt ſort of Clothiers, and to the 


meaner fort : for although the wealthier ſort may have great 
quantities of Wooli upon theirhands, yet ofcentimes chey do 
want ſore particular ſorts of Wooll, and dobuy them of the 
Stapler, although they have good m7 of other Wooll of theic 

| 2 | Owns 
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tif the rich Clothier muſt make uſe of the Stapler, 
much more are the Staplers convenient for the middle & meaner 
ſorc of Cloth;ers,who are abletolay out no more money then for 
the very ſort of Wool! which they are to uſe. 

Fourthly, That there are divers places in thiis Commons 
wealth, as in Torkſ-ire and elſewhere, where there dwell many 
Clothiers that m.ke onely courſe Cloth, Ruggs, courſe Cottons, 
and Flanels, and uſe onely courſe ſort of Wools, and buy thoſe 
forts of Wooll of the Stapler ready ſorted , whereas they will be 
to ſeek in their trading if they be pur to buy all their Wooll of 
the Grower, where they cannot have what is for their turn, but 
mutt buy both courſe and fiae, which their ſtock of money will 
not reach unto. 

Fifthly, There a:e divers Combers as at Norwich, and in Efex, 
Suffolk, &c.who aſe great quantitics of long courſe Woo!], which 
{oris they uſually buy ef the Srapler readie forted, Whereas if 
ſuch Combers muſt buy their Woot of the Growerin the Countrey 
inthe Fleece, they mult buy ſeven, eight, or ten packs of fleece 
Wooll to make one pack ©t {nach courſe Wooll ; So it will appear 
that they may be a3 .veil breed for ſuch forts by laying out 20 lj. 
with the Sr2pler, as they can by laying out 100], or 150 li, with 
the Grower. 

Sixthly, Whereas there are divers places in the Common» 
weaith, as Exceter, Taimton, and elſewhere, where very great 
quantities of long Wool! is uſed for Stuffs, Stockings,&c. and no 
contiderable quanticie grows nearer then Buckinghamſhire,North« 
amytorſhire , Leiceſterſhire, which are an hundred miles or mere 
diſtznt from them. Ir cannot be bur very prejudicial co them of 
choſe parts, ifevery Stuffe maker and Stocking-maker muft go 
an hundred miles or upwards in the Countrey to buy every 
pack of Wo] he ſpends, unleſs there be a third party as the Ste> 
pler betwixt the Grower and them to ſupply them. Andin a fa» 
mous City in the Weſt where there are very many Combers, yet 
are tew of them able to disburſe ſo much money at once as will 
pay fortwo packs of Wool. 

| Seventhly, That the Clothiers and Combers who make Stuffs, 
Stockings, &c- come from all parts to London to ſell their Cloth, 
Stuffs, and other ManufaQures, uſually come to the S:aplers and 
have Wool of them fit for their uſes , whereby their Trade is 


driven 
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driven to their very great advantage; and when they cannot 


ſell their Commeditic have Wooll of the Szopler often times up» 
on credit, which the Cl/othier will nor. all tines Finde conventent 
for him todo, nor can he as having no Stock lefc then codefray 
his conſtant expences. 

Eightly, The Clethiers and Combers do frequently buy Wooll 
of the Staplers gvVen al Ghier-time, when Lnere 18 plenty of Wools 
in all Countreys ; which they would not doit chey did nor finde 
a conveniency in it 2for it 18 to be obſerved that the Clothier and 
ManufaRurer of Wooll was never reſt: ained from buying of 
Wooll when, where, and as oiten as he pleaſech , or could have 


at any time occaſion for any- 
And as the Staplers are(as is before declare3)necefla ry & bene- 


ſiciai to the Commonwealth in reipe&t of the worker of Wools; 
(o likewiſe he is in reſpeC of the Groper, forthat if the Stapler 
ſhould be reſtrained from buying of Weoll,and uſe of his Trade, 
many Inconveniences and miſchiefs would thereby ir:ſue to the 
Growers, and (ocopſequently to the Common-wealth , whereof 
they are a confiderab'e part, & among others theſe following. 

Ic will be miſchievous tothe Wooll Growers who have great 
parcels of Wooll if the Stapler be reltrained,becauſe ſach Growers 


will be bound by Authority to fell tothe Clothiers in particular, ,,.,, 
and none elſe bur the richelt (rt of Clothzers; rhe meaner ſort nut feat 
being able to compaſs them, who will either make them ſell cates and 
their Wooll as they liſt, or keepit on their hands. And its welj Pet-of rhe 


known that divers Growers have been forced to keep their Wool} be 


three, foure, or five yeers upon their hands though ir lay very 
neer the Clothiers, and have been fain to fc]! ir atthe Jaſt co the 
Staplers. 

2, It will be very prejudicial to ſuch Growers as live in remote 
parts of the Land fzr diſtant from Clyhicys, becauſe the Wool] 
will lye on the Growers hands, which wili ſoon be it the Clorbier 
be the onely buyer. 

3. Great.damage will alſo hereby enſue toall Growers which 


are accuſtomed or neceſlicated to ſ«@}] their Wools at ihier-tinie 


for moneys to get intheir harveſt, who are a very conſiderable 

number throughout the Land ; Becaule it che Clcthiers be the (ole 

buyers, they will buy at leiſure, and at what price th: y pleaſe. 
As Much 
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' +20 + Muchlofſ: will be to ſach Growers as have their Wools of 
? a mixt na:nre, long and ſhort together, as in Eſſex, Kent, Berks, 
Warwick, Lyncolne, and moſt Counties in England if the 
Staplers be reſtrained, becauſe the ſhort Wool! is only fit for the 
Clothier, and the long for the Comber, andrve whote parcell to= 
gether is fir for neither except itbe divided. The Staplerscake off 
trom the Growers the who!e parce', being long and ſhort. Where- 
a8 Otherwiſe the Grown mutt taker ago Ciapmen tor ones ana. 
the ſame parcell, or keep his Wl in his hands. 

S. It will bea grezt d<iriment to allGroryers it none but Clothjers 
(hall buy W -5il . (990 fir exce-d Chthiers in number) it rheir 
Woolls be not raken ffi convenient time, for thereby the Te- 
nants wil be diſabled t:: pay rheir renis,and Growers be deſtitute 
of monies, if the C/othze-s He the on'y buyers: 

6. Itwill be agreaidamgeto all Growers if none but Clothiers 
{hill buy Wooll, becauſe Growers muit ſell cheir Wools within a 
year,and fo mult be inforced totake what price Woolis then ar, 
Or that the Clothier will! give him, orelſe incurr the penalty of 
the Statute, which gives 10. s: upen a Todd forfeiture it the 
Grower keep it aboveayear, being offered the general price 
VVooll is then at. 

7- Whereas by the ſtatute of the 5. and 6. Edw. 6. Chap: 7. 
none were to buy Wooll but the Glothzer and the Srapler,the brog- 
ger and Job er being reſtrained upon complaints of the Growerz, 
chat their Wools were not taken off their hands ,alchough boch 
Chihiers and Staplers were buyers,thereupon the ſtatute Of Facobz 
21. that Law of the 5th:and 6 Exdw. 6. was repealed, and ſo it 
was left free for all men to buy Wooll: So that if it werethoughe 
an inconvenience tothe Growers, and fo conſequently to the 
Commonwealth , when buying off Wooll was in the 
hands of both the Clothier and Stapler, what will it beifir belefe 

" to che Clothier only. 

. 8. Wheras it is intimated by the (othiers that they do ule all 
the Wooil of this Land, and do pretend they wil! give the Gr-ow- 
er as good a price as when buying of Wooll is at generall Liber« 
ty, and ſothat what they defire in being the only buyers,(hall be 

rather for the benefit, then lofle of the Wool: G: owers. 
F For anſwer to this, true it is, the Clothiers and other Manu- 
4 __ __ fa&uresuſeallthe Wool! for the ſeveral ManufaQtures, but they 
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uſe it at their own leiſure, and their leiſurewiil not agree with 
the occafions of the Wooll Grewers: And whatever they may pres 
tend for giving the Growers as good a price for Wooll , conftane 
experience and common reaſon teacheth, that it the Clothiers be 
the ſole buyers, they will take off Wooll from the Grower at what 
time they pleaſe, and at what price as is before exprefſed. 

And whereas it is alledged in the ſaid Report, that the Sza+ 
plers are a principal cauſe of rhe deernes of Wooll, and confe- 
quently of Cloth, by brogging and buying between the Grower, 
and Cl-thier, and by ingroſling the greateſt part of the Wooll, 
and ſelling it tothe Clochier at their own races , or tranſport it 


Into forraign parts. 


For anſwer, they ſay that the free men of the ſociety of the 
Staplers, are not the 5oth parc of the buyers of Wovll, the Cloths: 
err, Broggers, and Fobbers, conſidered, and to conſt quently the 
freemen of the (ciety of Staplers, cannot inhance the price of 
Wools, nor be the ingroflers of the greateſt part thereof, as is de* 
clared inthe ſaid Report, neither are they Ingroflecs at all, for 
the Merchant of the Staple doth buy, and fort, divide, and fit all 


| ſorts of Wooll to all forts of Manufafures, & doth (ell the lame 


at all times all the year, be Wooll cheapor deer. It being his 
Trade to buy and (ell, and ſort Woo!l, and he fo doing cannot 
be ſaid to be an ingrofler, it may be as well applizd 10a Draper, 
Cheeſemonger, 8ilkman, or Goldſmith, who mutt have more Cloth, 
Plate, Silke, Butter, and Ch.eſe, then for his own expence, and 
may by Law buy as much, and as great quantities as his ſtock, 
and credit will extend unto,& yet no Ingrotler. And many of the 
Clethiers themſelves do pratice that which they complain of 
againſt the Steplers, for many Clothiers do foreſtall and ingroffe 
Wool, only to fell ic again, and doſell again what they mighr 
uſe. And as for the charge laid againſt them touching tranſpor= 
tation of Wools; They utterly deny that they do tranſpore any, 
and do defire that the ftrickeſt Law that can be deviſed maybe 
made againſt it. And whereas it is alleadged in the ſaid Reporc, 
that the Staplers do mingle and compound the Waols of feverall 
Counties and forts together,and ſo conſequently area principall 
cos of che badnes of Cloth, and of all the evills thereby ari- 
bags. 
For anſwer thereunto, the Staplers do afticm that they do not 
mingle 


54527 mingle or comp 111 the Wools, but do divide and fort ie as is 
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before declared, and doth cleanſe it from filth, and Traſh, and 
cat off the Brandmarks, ſomes one of them having inone year 
loſt 100 markes in mony, by Brandmarkes of Pitch. 8c, Beſides 
the Clothier buyes of the Stapler his Wool open,and cannot be des 
celved. 

Moreover, the Clothier buying of his Woo! of the Srapler 
open, prevents the deceits of the Winder, ſo if chat there be any 
mingling of paſture and fallow, it is in the G-1wer when he pats 
up his Wooll, and if there be any mingling ..r compounding of 
the Wooll of one County with a0ther, 11 15 the Clothiers 2wn aft 
after they have bought their W 39's, nei: her doth che major part 
of the Clethiers buy their W 01! of che Stepler. 

By all which ic is very apparent , Thac che Free-men of the 
Society of Staplers are nor de'tradt ve rt: Clothing and the Wool- 
len Trade, nor cauſers in the leait meaſure of any of thoſe evil 
eff-&z mentioned in th- ſaid R-port z but areneceſlary and vcry 
uſefall, and beneficial Meinbers in the Common-wealth; and 
have been a neceffarie partie cont.inued both in relation ro che 
Wooll Growers,and Clithiers; and have a legal right to the Trade 
they uſe : they having been broagh1t up in theſaid Arr, and it 
being the onely liveliz20d of chem and their families. 

And therefore they humbly pray , They may enjoy their 
Trade fſoconfirmed unto them by Acts of Parliamenc,and Chars 
ters a$18 before declared. 

Bat if ic ſhall be obj: &+d that the Clothiers ( 13 they do pre» 
tend) can and do make out in Cloth all che W5/l that they 
buy whether long or ſhort, and fo can take off all Wooll from 
the Grower without the Stapler. | 

1, For Anſwer: ficſt, it is a Known thing that long Woeoll and 
courle Wooll to Staplers or Combers, and the Combers they fell 
away their ſort of Wooll tothe Staplers and Cluthiers. 

And if a Clothier buy long and ſhort rogether, he muſt lay out 
his Stock unneceſſarily for a great part. 

2. If the Clothrer uſe all Wools in Cloth, they ſell a very great 
part of it; for long Wool is worth 12.d: ali. tothe Camber which 
is not worth $d. per pound co the Clothierz And ſhort Wooll is 
not uſeful at all to the Comber,is onely proper for the Cluthzer. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, if it (hall be obJeQed that the Clothiers can fore 27 
their Wools tE:emſelves, and ſo need no Stapler tofort their 
Wools tcr them. 

For anſwer, though the Clothier can Cort Wooll fit for their 
own ules,yet they neither can,nor do for other mens uſes, which 
appears -by this reaſon, for that all the forts of Wosl which the 
Clathier (ſells to Staplers, are faine toſortthem over again,before 
they can ſel! them to be uſefull for any Body. - . 

3. If ic ſhall be obJeCted, That if the S:apler be of ſo mach uſe 
and advantage to the Clothier & ManufaFturer of Wooll as is be- 
fore in many particulars expreſſed , how isit that the Clothier 
 nowlabours totally to ſupprefle and extirpate che Merchant of 
the Staple. | ! 

The ſhort and rue anſwer is, the Clothier ſeeks only hit pri- 
vate profit, which tar exceeds his uſe and benefit by the Stapler, 
and he hath already ſwallowed down (in his own conceit)and 
even digeſted a Monopoly , for grant what he asks, and a 
few years will make him rica, and the Commou- wealth 

OOr. | 

ng It is to be obſerved,that the Clzthzers for the betcer obtain= 

ing theirend offole buying all the Wools of this Nation, do 
cunningly intermix the Staplers with the Broggers and Fobbers, 

under the common title of Ingrofſers, Whereas the Staplers as 

hath been before declared,are an antient Society,and have been 
alwayes buyers of Wooll at well as the Clothier , and the Brog- 

gers and Fobbers are interloppers in the buying and ſelling of 

Wooll, being Inkeepers, Taylors,Gloverr,&c. and areincreaſed and 
grown extraordinary numerous ſince the 2x year of King Fames 
and more eſpecially of late years. 

2, The Clothiers would put down the S:ap/ers,and take away 
their very poſi: flion ſo wel eftabliſhed,and continually uſed,and 
confirmed by Parliament,and otherwiſe as is formerly (hewed, 
and would ſet themſelves upin their Trade; for aClothier under 
colour of making ſome cloth, may buy what Wool he pleaſe, 
and (ell it again. And fo the Clothier will uſe and ingrofle the 
Staplers Trade, as well as their own Trade of clothing. 


C-- All 


£ _ " —_—— . - __ 4 , 4 gp." © _-_ : % Ys _— —x% wa. ME 
JI, &” CA TAR == "x ; 7; - _- 2 - wY : 1 "i 2” - if vw. - by ” SEN | —_— N —__ < A C MN x SE 
- 4 »e it LAT -— , i. . . £ 2: »> «4 ” ". 4 A . ” « K s — %..--"- 
" "= a - 4 rs _ — " "4 x FRO of TE E 7% af A digg > phy OR IE _ 
WW , £ ends \ p ke + INS £75 - = 
X 0 w o 9 0 " 
Y — x; » * __— « = 's _ ” fy - Wn W ” * "goq »” £ OW JIE 
- : 2 —"—_ 4 Ee © Pp þ * OE - "2 E - 4 - x” xx £5 * o+ 3 
a 26; wa wt vo >. i «pl <Laye>-- nb IS Ib A IN $-5£ VE. - LOS EDS ——_— yn mm way © WA 3% gf* , 443% 4 DL : l 
: ——_ #2 . % I « . » ” P, -&—- "A "I 
—_ "Oy" * ” " , —__— —_——— o—_—— We -- S + FE i "4 = Þ A LES _ $4 a 8. £5; > "ai 3 . $ - vf \ 
: i — - = = Ot I9 I g _ n _ £23" . . 29.873, ” — - Z 4 Wu * 'y Rd Es Fx. ” g A __ — . Mn " a> if CB b- 5 . "4 % A FT 6 7 a 9.4 
n : . \ ; Le ” a” 3 £2 "Las , ng "Fe; © 36. -," B : : bs w — | : $a" we 44 P's ..c Jag ; y * g” FX. oF, O 4 OY PR.” 4 
; _ 5.0 , —_— — _ S. -—— 7. WW % Poo; x k We 5 + 2 vt OE Sag 3 iS "© be < . 4 C- LEI yy £ y P v4 a A & b 5 $64 # - S$3=% 
TC. » S ? "$ 5. 7 Z t% G hk 2 p. £ .. 44 Y > on * REI MY. 4d 6 ; - © a> 4 [1 þ £ K ** 4} P Fa > -_ ; : , ow nw 4 FA » a no, IS 
PA WE el 55-8 1 W _ "ga, I | --. he ' : : 7 PTY £4 L | | 
rs ” "_ BD of 2 ne 6 - 4B a; f PE VF - - ”> 4 br 23S 4 A *. "# 2 . Py Y 1 4 > [0 _ 5 
p. 5 J 4 o fs oc 4) 4 F \ > - A pu je . ” _ . I <4 4. % 
- , of KC. Haw = TR Be 4 we” - - £ nt. A P*. < th. 9 eden I 2 aha a; 
& WY 4 & 4 4 A. - : S "BR « Me ao Woe 
. . - _” . , "1 > Ss FF; bs = 
<< » -, "VI i _—_—_ _ . od » wa + 4& 
EATS DS ation eel IS Go an. = wo. ff 5. = . - - oh i. , 


_— Ot ae Pons. >; AF» 
a on i ISS Me ET 
2 WA . CAA - < - - . 
fF- o 


Om 9r—— —_ bo -_ —— — — 
= NY 


_ > O09 95 > > 7A. WP. - 
E—_—_ - " 


end 


All which the inconvenliencies aforeſaid will cccurr,ard mas 


ny more which at preſent upon ſo greatan I1nCvation cannot 
poſſibly be foreleen, or prevented. 


Signed by order of the Mayor, Conftables, and Society of 
the Merchants of the Staple of England. 
By Edward Taylor Clerk to the (aid Society. 


Ex: Samuel Hartlib. Clerk. 


The Reply of C/othzersto the Staplers Ple a- 


herein they would ſeem to be beneficial to the Clothiers,and | 
the Common-mealth of England. 


© Icl, they ſay there are long and ſhort fleeces of Wool, (and 
_ inthe ſeverall fleeces ſong and ſhort Wool ) which the Cloa-* 

thiers of the old and new Drapery, cannot uſe in their ſeverall 
ManufaQures fo well for their profic in the fleece, as if they 
bought it forted: which is the ſam of their firſt , ſecond , and 
third Reafones, for their uſefulnes to the Clothiers,and indeed jt 
is the jirengch of all their Reaſons for themſelves, wherein they 
pretend their uſefulnes for the good of the Common-wealth. 

Anſw: The Clethiers grant chere arelong and ſhort fleeces of 
Wool, (or Wool which confiſteth of long and ſhort fleeces) fo 
there are Cl/sthiers of the old and new Drapery , that uſe ſhort 
and long fl:eces, and they fit their Wool for their uſe, the one 
bayes tach ſort of fleeces as is fit for his uſe, as long fleeces, and 
che other ſor his uſe as ſhort fleeces for Cloath-making, ſoboth 
buying what is ſit for each man they buy all , we know of no 
more then ſhorc aud long fleeces,ſothat there need no third par « 
ty, or any Ingroffer to help then ia theic Trade, 

2. Anſw: I there be long and ſhort Wool in a fleece, (as there 
18 without queſtion) the ſeveral ManufaCGurers can uſe it all,for 
they make (eyeral ſorts of Cloath, and fiuffes, ſome fine, and 
{ome courſer, in which they ſpend and ufe all the Wooll they 
BUy in the fleece, both in the old and new Drapery. 


Secondly 
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Secondly, They plead their uſefulnes of ſorting Wool fit for 
the Clothiers. 


To that the Clothiers anſwergthat the makers of Cloath of the 
old and new Drapery areto bejudged the moit fit men , to 
ſort their Wook them(clves,for their ſeveral ſorts of cloth which 
they make of it: And not tobe ſorted by an Ingroffer which 
knows not what belongs to Wool, but only informes himſelf 
by the Market how it goes with the Clothier, and never bays 
but when he knows the Clothzer muſt uſe ic. And further, the in» 
groſling Stapler (els a great part of the Wool he buyes againe,in 
the flzeces unſorted; and therefore he buyes it not to ſort it. fir 
for the Clothrers ufe. 

2, The Staplers forting of Wool, which is the only Plea they 
have, for being uſefull to the Common: wealth (and the Cloth; 
ers)is the greatett miſchief they can do them, for in their Cor- 
ting of Wool, they uſe more deceit then intheflzece, and mix 
ſeveral Countries Wools together, wiich we cannat ſo well di(- 
cern as inthe flzece, and {everal Countries Wouls haye their ſe. 
veral operations in working, and therefore we ailow for exch 
Countries Wool, according tothe natare of it to make good 
Cloth, which we cannot do when we buy it ſorted {ochar their 
ſorting is worſe to ns, then their ſeiling in the fleece, for that 
Wool we are conſtrained to bi of chem ſorted, we muſt fort it 
over again before we can utc it. 


They pretend they help both paar and rich Clothiers, 


| Tothat we anſwer, they are extreaml!y prejudiciall, both to 
poor and rich Clothiers. 


I, For therich Clothiers can goto the Growers and buy their 


Wool of them, as well as che Szaplers, and give them as good a 
price, either for mony or time, as the Ingrofler can do : And it 
the Clothier bayes any Wool of che ſorter for his neceſſity, it is 
becauſe he is foreltal'!, and cannot haveirt at the Market. 

2. For the poor Clithiers how many of them have the Szaplers 


undone, by ſelling them dear and bad commoditrie, they groan« 


ing under ſuch a yoke as they are hardly ever abi: io get outot 
it, for che poor Clothier had becter be a Journeymanzco hi.n that 
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v26 buyeshis Wool of the ". chen Trade for himſelf by buying 
of the pretended ſorters of Wool 3 And we can hardly beleeve 
the Stapling Ingroſſer is ſo full of goodnes or charity, to uſe his 
Trade forthe good either of rich or poor Clizhier. 


But 1hezr ſpecial pretence u they are tentficiall to the 
Growers. 


j We Anſw: We conceive no particular mans benefit (or yet a 
q few mens intereſt)is to be valued more , then the generality 
; of theNations good. 


For the Growers are not benefited by the Staplers in the 
Generality. ; 


1. The Staplers foreſtalling the Market, hinder the Clothiers k 
from coming there,becauſe the Staplers know when the Cloathi« 
ers (have a quick Market) and mult uſetheir Wol , and then 
the S:aplers get before them, and bid them priſes for very great 
quintities of W2ool, and give earneſt for ſome. And when the 
Clothiers come, the Growers tell them they are bid ſo much 
by one, that will fell ic again to them, then the Clthjers 
muſt give more, or el{e go home again without Wooll (which 
they ofien do) and then the Ingreflers will not have it but at 
their own priſes, fothe Growers are preid upon by the Staplers, | 
and how beneficiall to che Common-wealths good theſe people 
are, let the world judg. | 
2. The poorer ſort of Grewers,chat are conſtrained to fell their 
Woo! at quarter day, or for preſent money to ſerve their occa- 
fions; the rich Cl)thzers continually provide mony for them: But 
the Ingroſſers wil be ſure to lay hold of theſe ſorts of Growers, be- 
fore their Wool be ſhorne, and do by them, as they do by the 
poor Clohiers, or as the Bramble doth by the ſheep. 
3. As for the richer ſhort of Growers, they will have their pri- 
* | ſes, or keep their Wool till they can have ic, andneither Stg- 
| pler-or Clothier can buy buc at their price. The Stapler never 
buyes axy.parcel of Wool till he knows he can (ell ic again to 
the Clotbier, (or to: tranſport it) ſo the Grower gains not by 


him, 
Ho The 
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4. The Staplers pretend , the hoo are by ſtatute Law cons 
iirained to ſell their Wool wichin twelve moneits 2frer it is 
ſhorne, 

We Anſw: we know of no ſuch ſtatute, nor dÞ> we defice it 
ſhould be ſo.though the Staplers may ſeem touſ: it tor their owa 


profit. 


— 


Yet farther, 


y 


They alleadge that the reaſon of the repeal of che Statute of 
the 5. and 6. Edw: 6.Cap: 7. by the Statute 21. Facoy: was upon 
complaint ef the Growers, becauſe they could not fell their 
Wools,the Ingrofl:rs being reſtrained. 

TheClothiers Anſwer, they can hardly beleeve this, for they 
defire to know why the S:2plers defire the ſuppreſſing of all other 
Ingroffers: and themie!ves to be the ſole, or only Ingrefſcrs, to 
givethetruelt reaſon (as we conceive ) of the repeal of chat Sta- 
rate, was, that the Parliament perceiving there was a proj. 
propounded, under pretence of Law, to have given a diſpenſati- 
on tothe Staplers, whereby to make the King the ſole Merchant 
of Wools, to prevent that miſchief the Statute was repealed. 
And the Statute of 5. and 6. Ed: 6.gives the Reaſon clearly,that 


the plenty of Wool, ought to cauſe the commodities of Wools - 


tobe made cbeap, fo that the Merchants wight thrive in. their 
Trades, and the poor at home be maintained: 


Yet: They alleadge they are not the fiftieth part of the boxers 
of Wool tn ths Nation. 


Weanſwer, that one ingrofling Stapler, doth buy as much 
Wodl as fifty Clothiers uſe. And by that Argument a few of them 
may do miſchief encugh:;And whereas they call themſelves free- 
men of the Staple, if it be inquired into, it will be eafily found, 
thac very few of them do ute the Frade of buying and ſelling of 
Wooll, for many of them are Merchants, and Drapers , (and 
their now Mayor is a Merchant) and whar can they do bur in» 
grofſe and joyn their money for chat purpoſe: tor the Ingre fling 


Staplers in regard of their Corporaticn,atethe beter inabled co 
| Ingroffe the greateſt part ofthe Woell of this Nation, tor they 


can agree together in a Jo ynt ſtock. Again, 
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2 $ Again, they aleadg that ſome Clothiers are Ingroſſers 
I themſelves. 


We anſwer, it is true, and many more will praiſe the ſame 
evill, if ingrofling and Ingroflers be not ſuppretfſ:d ; And rhey 
are conſtrained to do it becauſe they cannot live of their Trade, 
{by reaſon of ſo many Tngroſſers) and we all defireto have all In» 
grofſers put down, and thac none might buy Wool , but thoſe 


| that make it into ManufaQuures, and likewiſe buy no more then 


they uſe. : 


Further, they pretend the Clothiers would make a Mono» 
poly of tt, 


To that we anſwer, how its like that fo many thouſands of 
ManutfaCGurers, living (0 tar aſunder, over the whole Nation,of 
feverall Arts and Mitteries, and buy only for their own uſe, how 
this can be a Menopoly we know nor, ifcherebeor may be a 
Monopoly, its likeit to be che Sraplers, becauſe they combine,and 
Joyn their ſtocks cogether. 


- 


Yet ſtill they ave offended,that Staplers, Tngroſſers, Jobbers, 
and Broggers ſhould 6e put together in one rank. 


Anſo: We meddle not with them as they are Merchants of 
the Staple,ora Corporation, bur as they do pratt'ſe the ſame 
evill with their Brethren the Broggers, and Jobbers: and cake no- 
tice, the Sraplers would havethem ſuppreſt, as evill Members of 
the Common wealth. Theſe Gentlemen would commit the 
tranſgreſſhion,and yet would not be numbred among(t the tran(- 
greflors: if they be joyned in praiſe, we cannot (ever them in 
title: for if the Stapler looſe his poffeſſion, which he ſayes is his 
livelyhood:It his living be by doing hurt, he had better (with» 
n queſtion)looſe it then keep is, and cake up ſome better courſe 
oi life. 


They jet g0 on further, alleadg1ng that many Conntreys and Ci 
ties have n0 Wool neerthem,tbereſore they are neceſſarie. 


1» Weanſwer, that no City or Countrie defices one in- 
groſling 
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erofſing Stapler, which they weuld willingly do it they were 209 
| uſefull focchem. = 
| 2. The ſeveral Manuf: Qtirers in their Countries, gooften 

a bundred miles to buy thei: Wocll of the Growers, and Formers 

ly the Growers brought their Wools iothe Market. We farther 
anſwer, that many Clethiers bave not the tenth part oſcheir 
% Wooll growing in their County, but moſt go 40.50. or a 100, 
miles 10 buy their Weols, as Devon: Suffolke, Eſſex, and 
others,and when they have brought their Wooll home, they 
carry their Cloth tomatket, a hundred mites and more from 
the place .yhere they dwell. 


Oar Concluſion t thu, 


1. The woollen Manufa&arecs do buy and ſpcnd all the Woo! 
of Engiand, and more, witnes Spaniſh, and Iriſþ Wools, by which 
means the Grower may el] all aniimiced;to price or time. 

2, The woolen Manufta&urers can and do uſe all the ſeverall 
forts of Wooll,be it leng or ſhort flecces,(or long & thort Wool) 
| into the ſeverall ſorts of their commodities which they make 
of It. | | 
3. Wecandivide and fort our Wools our ſelves, for our ſe- 
| Mak," uſes, better then any Iugroſſer, Jobber , Bropyer, or Stapler 
| can do. 

Laſtly, Weareinabled better toimploy the poor, which 
likewiſe ſpend that money they receive, to the benefit of the 
LO_ for Corn, Butter, Cheeſe, &c: to pay his Rene at Quarter 

ay. 


we humbly preſent theſe our Requeſts to your grate 
Conſiderations. ; 
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